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FORESTS OF 
THE FIRST STEWARDS

K-2 Discussion Guide

EPISODE 4: EDUCATION CONTINUED AND OVERVIEW/EPILOGUE

Episode Overview:

Subtopic 7: UW-Stevens Point – Forestry School 
We continue our journey through education to UW-Stevens Point to meet with DR. PAUL FOWLER, to learn about 
how they are educating the next generation of forestry industry professionals and working with the Menominee 
Nation. We dig deeper into the work they are doing to pioneer and test composability of consumer products. We tour 
their laboratory to learn more how they test composability from the breakdown of materials to the feasibility of the 
compost. We end with a tour of the facility and educating viewers on the opportunities in forestry career paths

Learning Objectives
1.	 Explore what forests need to stay healthy. 
2.	 Recognize that people study forests to keep them healthy. 
3.	 Understand that cultural practices support forest care.

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT
NGSS (Science)

-	 K-LS1-1: Use observations to describe patterns in plants and animals.
-	 K-ESS3-1: Use a model to show how humans can help protect the environment.

Common Core (ELA)
-	 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.K.1: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text or media.
-	 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.K.4: Describe familiar people, places, things, and events with prompting.
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Activity Time
30 minutes

Activity Summary
In this lesson, students will learn how the University of Wisconsin–Stevens Point Forestry School works with the 
Menominee Tribe  to teach future forest professionals about caring for natural resources. After watching episode 
4, students will explore how organic materials break down into compost and will begin a hands-on composting 
experiment to observe changes over time. This lesson also introduces different forest-related careers and helps 
students understand how forests can be used and cared for in sustainable ways.

Materials
-	 An empty two-liter soda bottle
-	 Sharp knife
-	 Nail
-	 Shredded newspaper
-	 Soil (collected from outside, not garden soil)
-	 Compost materials (grass clippings, vegetable scraps)
-	 Small handful of dead leaves
-	 Flat dish to hold composter
-	 Spray bottle with water

VOCABULARY
Biodegradable - Something that can break down naturally over time and go back into the earth, like food scraps, 
leaves, or paper.
Compost - Things like food scraps, leaves, and plant materials that break down over time and turn into healthy soil 
that helps new plants grow.
Biochar - A material made from burning plants or wood that can help soil stay healthy and help plants grow better.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION
At University of Wisconsin–Stevens Point, students and scientists learn how forests can provide materials for useful 
everyday products while still protecting nature. The university’s forestry and sustainability programs study how wood 
and plant-based materials can break down safely in compost and return nutrients to the soil. Students also learn 
about sustainable forestry, recycling, and new ways to reduce waste and care for the environment.

LEARNING PROCEDURE
-	 Introduction: 5 minutes

o	 Explain to the students that they will be watching a video about how UW-Stevens Point Forestry 
School is educating the next generation of forestry industry professionals and working with the 
Menominee Nation. Review the term sustainable from the Episode 3 activity. Introduce the terms 
biodegradable, compost, and biochar.

-	 Activity 

o	 Watch Episode 4: 6 minutes
o	 Make A Composter: 10 minutes to set up, 6-8 weeks of observation
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	Review the term compost with the students and ask for examples that they saw in the video
	Follow the PBS Make A Composter activity to set up a compost experiment with the 

students. 
	During the observation period, keep a running log of what the students observe during the 

composting process. 
-	 Wrap Up: 9 minutes

o	 Discuss with the students some of the careers they have seen that are related to forest management 
and products. Examples could include:
	Forester
	Logger
	Carpenter
	Scientist
	Artist
	Professor
	Wildland Firefighter

o	 Ask the students to share some of the lessons they’ve learned about the Menominee Nation and the 
work that they do to care for their forest.

RESOURCES
-	 Activities

o	 PBS Make A Composter activity
o	 Project Learning Tree Tree-tective Trouble Guide student page

-	 Additional Information
o	 https://menominee-nsn.gov/CulturePages/BriefHistory
o	 https://www.menominee.edu/sustainable-development-institute
o	 https://www.mtewood.com/

Supplemental Options
-	 Set up a second composter, but include several non-biodegradable objects (paper clip, plastic, etc). Have the 

students make observations about what does or doesn’t happen to those materials over the same 6–8-week 
period.

-	 Using the Project Learning Tree Tree-tective Trouble Guide student page, go on a tree walk in your schoolyard 
or other outdoor area. Using the photos on the guide, look for signs of tree health. Record student 
observations during the walk. Back in the classroom, discuss what they saw and how the Menominee or other 
forest managers may address some of the issues identified.
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Additional Resources from LEAF: Wisconsin’s K-12 Forestry Education Program: 
 
 
 
 
 

•	 Lesson 1: American Indians and the Forest
•	 Lesson 7: Sustaining Our Forests
•	 Career Profile - McKaylee Duquain
•	 Wisconsin Forest Tales
•	 K-1st Grade Field Enhancement - Sensing the Forest
•	 2nd-3rd Grade Field Enhancement - Observing Forest Interactions
•	 4th Grade Field Enhancement - Unlocking a Forest’s Past
•	 5th-6th Grade Field Enhancement - Studying Forest Layers
•	 5th-6th Grade Field Enhancement - Woods Worth
•	 5th-6th Grade Field Enhancement - Competition in the Forest
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https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/leaf-4-lesson-1-american-indians-and-the-forest.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-4-lesson-7-sustaining-our-forests.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IbVI_kuW5GmJMQmIER7kRHotdJ9dHDGp/view?usp=sharing
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/education/WisconsinForestTales
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-k-1-field-enhancement-2-sensing-the-forest.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-2-3-field-enhancement-2-observing-forest-interactions.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-4-field-enhancement-1-unlocking-a-forests-past.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-4-field-enhancement-1-unlocking-a-forests-past.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-4-field-enhancement-1-unlocking-a-forests-past.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-5-6-field-enhancement-2-studying-forest-layers.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-5-6-field-enhancement-1-woods-worth.pdf
https://www.uwsp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/leaf-5-6-field-enhancement-3-competition-in-a-forest.pdf
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